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What is the Regional Equity Atlas? 
 

A tool to understand how well different  

neighborhoods and populations across the region  

are able to access essential resources & opportunities 

 



Regional Equity Atlas 2.0 Components 

Web-based mapping tool 

Interpretive website 

Outreach & education 



Equity Atlas 2.0 Partners 

Portland State University 
Institute of Portland 

Metropolitan Studies 



In an Equitable Region . . .  

All people have access to the resources necessary for meeting 
their basic needs and advancing their health and well-being. 

All people have the power to shape the future of their 
communities through public decision-making processes that are 
transparent, inclusive, and engage the community as full partners. 

All communities experience the benefits and share the costs of 
growth and change.  

All people are able and have the opportunity to achieve their full 
potential and realize their vision for success. 



The Power of Maps 



The Limitations of Maps 





 

2007  



Example of Atlas’s Impact 
 

Nature in the Neighborhoods Capital Grant Program 



Best 
Practices 
Research 

Research on 
Data 

Sources 

Stakeholder 
Engagement 

Selection of 
Priority 

Indicators 

Identifying Which Issues to Map 
 



• Race & Ethnicity 

• Income 

• Age 

• Population Density 

• Household Composition 

Demographic 
Indicators 

• Community 

• Democratic Participation 

• Economic Opportunity 

• Education 

• Food 

• Health Care  

• Healthy Environment 

• Housing 

• Parks and Nature 

• Services and Amenities 

• Transportation 

Access 
Indicators 



• Preventive Care 

• Primary Care Facilities and 
Health Clinics 

• Providers that Accept 
Medicaid and Medicare 

Health Care 

• Body Mass Index 

• Birth Outcomes 

• Asthma 

• Diabetes 

• Cardiovascular Disease 

Health 
Outcomes 



Orientation to the Maps 

Clark County 

Multnomah County 

Clackamas County 

Washington County 



Our Region 



Maps and Analysis           www.equityatlas.org  



Online Mapping Tool          www.equityatlas.org  



Types of Maps 

Shapes Heatmaps 



Types of Maps 

Shapes Heatmaps 



Key Findings 











































Mapping Tool Demo          www.equityatlas.org  



Other Things You Can Do with the Mapping Tool 

• Locate a specific address on the map 

• Create your own composite heatmap 

indicators 

• Scroll over the maps to find cities, 

neighborhoods, and underlying data 

• Export the underlying data to do your 

own statistical analysis 

• Export the data into a GIS program to 

add your own map layers 

 



Workshops and Trainings        www.equityatlas.org  



 

A Call to Action 
 
The Atlas exposes significant disparities affecting people of 
color, low income populations, and youth across a wide range 
of issue areas, leading to stark differences in health outcomes. 
These inequities are the result of past and current decisions, 
and they can be changed.   

 

Working toward equity requires the prioritization of policies, 
infrastructure, and investments to ensure that all people and 
communities can thrive.   

 

Building an equitable region will benefit us all by creating a 
stronger, healthier, and more sustainable community. 



Using Atlas 2.0 to Create Change 

Metro Regional Government  Oregon Public Health Institute 



Using Atlas 2.0 to Create Change 

Oregon’s Health CO-OP The Bus Project 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 Workshops 

 Trainings 

 Story telling 

 White papers 

 Policy change 

 Institutionalizing equity 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You to 

Regional Equity Atlas 2.0 Funders 
 

 

Northwest Health Foundation 

Kaiser Permanente Community Fund 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

Meyer Memorial Trust 

Bullitt Foundation 

 




