Portland City Council

Passed 5-0, July 9, 2008

RESOLUTION No. 36618 AS AMENDED
Support a Replacement Bridge River Crossing with Light Rail Transit as the Locally Preferred Alternative for the Columbia River Crossing Project.  (Resolution)

WHEREAS, I-5 is the only continuous north/south Interstate on the West Coast and provides a critical local, national and international transportation link for motor vehicles and truck-hauled freight in the western-most United States; and

WHEREAS, the I-5 Interstate Bridge is one of only two Columbia River crossings between Portland, Oregon and Vancouver, Washington and approximately 150,000 people rely on crossing the I-5 Bridge daily by car, transit, bicycle and on foot; and

WHEREAS, the existing structures are aging and in need of seismic upgrade, and the closely-spaced interchanges are in need of safety improvements; and 

WHEREAS, the movement of land and water-based freight is hindered by the current crossing; and 

WHEREAS, high capacity transit does not currently connect the Cities of Portland and Vancouver, and the bicycle and pedestrian paths do not meet current standards; and 

WHEREAS, on June 18, 2002, the I-5 Transportation and Trade Partnership Final Strategic Plan recommended congestion and mobility improvements to address the identified bottlenecks within the I-5 Bridge Influence Area that include I-5 at the Columbia River and I-5 at Delta Park; and

WHEREAS, on January 29, 2003, the Portland City Council adopted Resolution No. 36120 to endorse the recommended Portland/Vancouver I-5 Transportation and Trade Study Strategic Plan which includes three-through lanes in each direction on 1-5 and an additional span or replacement bridge for the I-5 crossing of the Columbia River, with up to two additional lanes for merging traffic and two light rail tracks; and

WHEREAS, consistent with Resolution No. 36120, the Portland City Council on May 24, 2006, adopted Resolution No. 36414 to adopt the I-5 Delta Park to Lombard Hearing Panel recommendations for the Locally Preferred Alternative to widen I-5 to three lanes between Delta Park and Lombard; and

WHEREAS, in February 2005, the Columbia River Crossing Task Force was formed by the Oregon Department of Transportation and the Washington State Department of Transportation to advise on project-related issues, develop the Purpose and Need statement and key decision making criteria, and to develop project alternatives that would be studied in a Draft Environmental Impact Statement; and

WHEREAS, the Oregon State Department of Transportation, Washington State Department of Transportation, Metro Council, Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council, TriMet, C-TRAN, City of Vancouver and City of Portland have worked collaboratively on the development of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement; and

WHEREAS, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement was developed with substantial public oversight including the guidance of the Columbia River Crossing Task Force, the Freight Working Group, the Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee, the Urban Design Advisory Group, and the Environmental Justice Working Group; and 

WHEREAS, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement has been prepared in accordance with federal National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) guidelines and was released for public comment on May 2, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the City of Portland has long pursued policies that promote sustainable transportation options, compact urban form, economic vitality, environmental justice, neighborhood livability, watershed health and the wise use and conservation of our limited natural resources; and

WHEREAS, consistent with Resolution No. 36120, the Portland City Council on April 5, 2007, adopted Ordinance No. 180871 to adopt the Transportation System Plan for the City of Portland that identifies the Columbia River Bridge Widening and the Light Rail Extension from the Expo Center to Vancouver as recommended major transportation improvements; and

WHEREAS, on November 1, 2007, the Portland City Council adopted Resolution No. 36548 that revised the joint City and Multnomah County Local Action Plan on Global Warming to identify strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80 percent by 2050, and to incorporate the recommendations of the Peak Oil Task Force presented to the City Council in March, 2007; and

WHEREAS, in January, 2008, the Governor’s Climate Change Integration Group published a final report entitled “A Framework for Addressing Rapid Climate Change” which includes a chapter that outlines actions that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation sector; and 
WHEREAS, on May 13, 2008, the Portland Planning Commission held a public hearing on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the purpose of soliciting public comment as part of the DEIS record; and 

WHEREAS, based on the findings in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, the Replacement Bridge with Light Rail Transit alternative best meets the Purpose and Need statement and evaluation criteria established by the CRC Task Force; and 

WHEREAS, the Replacement Bridge with Light Rail Transit alternative on balance supports the land use, economic development, urban design and neighborhoods, transportation, and environmental and sustainability policies contained in the City’s adopted Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Portland Office of Transportation has prepared a staff report based on the findings of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, and the policies in the City’s adopted Comprehensive Plan, and has recommended the Replacement Bridge with Light Rail Transit alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative; and

WHEREAS, on June 24, 2008, the Columbia River Crossing Task Force passed a Resolution in support of the Replacement Bridge with Light Rail Transit alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative; and

WHEREAS, on June 24, 2008, the Portland Planning Commission has prepared recommendations to the City Council based on the findings from public testimony, the Sustainability Development Commission, the Office of Transportation staff report; and comments received from other City Bureaus.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED, the City of Portland supports a locally preferred alternative that consists of a replacement bridge structure with no more than three through travel lanes in each direction and includes lightrail transit connecting Oregon and Washington as a basis for further study and evaluation in the next phase of the Columbia River Crossing Project; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, further evaluation by the City of Portland of the Columbia River Crossing Project will be done consistent with the City’s policies and goals including: minority and women contracting, storm water management, conservation of the environment, access to transit,  transportation management and options, peak oil and climate change; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Portland asserts its right to continue to comment on and participate in all major decisions in furtherance of the policies outlined in Exhibit A; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this resolution shall not be interpreted as the City of Portland’s final input or acceptance on the design and construction of the project.
Adopted by the Council, July 09, 2008



GARY BLACKMER

Auditor of the City of Portland

Commissioner Sam Adams
By /s/ Susan Parsons
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